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Omaha World-Herald 
Restaurants, staff buoyed by D.C. stimulus talk 


As employees of many Omaha eateries are sent home, 
feds consider payments to small businesses and workers 


By Henry J. CORDES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Like many restaurant owners, 
Mitch Tempus began his day Tues- 
day wondering how he and his 
employees were going to survive 
the huge hit his business has taken 
from the coronavirus. 

With public gatherings limited 
to 10 people in an effort to slow the 
spread of the deadly bug — effec- 


tively turning Tempus’ two Fer- 
nando’s Cafe and Cantina locations 
into carryout-only restaurants 
— he’s had to furlough his entire 
wait, hosting and busing staff. 

So Tempus was buoyed by re- 
ports out of Washington later in 
the day of a torrent of emergency 
economic aid the Trump admin- 
istration and Congress are look- 
ing to unleash, including sizable 
checks paid directly to American 


workers. 

“T’m waiting to find out more de- 
tails about it,” Tempus said. “But 
I’m glad to hear they are thinking 
about small business and the em- 
ployees affected by this thing.” 

Indeed, details and the total size 
of the package were still being 
worked out between the adminis- 
tration and congressional leaders 
Tuesday. But Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin said at a Washing- 
ton press conference that officials 
were looking at a package that 
would include payments to small 
businesses, loan guarantees to 


MORE INSIDE 

All 50 states have coronavirus 
cases; death toll tops 100. Page 5A 
Bosses have many questions, 

like: Can | take my employees’ 
temperature? Page 6A 


critical industries and direct stim- 
ulus checks to workers. 

“We are looking at sending 
checks to Americans immediate- 
ly,” Mnuchin said. “You can consid- 
er this business interruption pay- 
ments to the American worker.” 

There was talk that the checks 


to workers would be as much as 
$1,000 or more and that they would 
be cut off above certain income 
levels. The total package the ad- 
ministration was pitching could 
approach $1 billion, and there was 
talk that it could move in Congress 
yet this week. 

The stock market certainly 
liked the talk, too, as it rebounded 
somewhat on Tuesday after mas- 
sive losses Monday. 

The idea of $1,000 checks orig- 
inated with Sen. Mitt Romney, 
R-Utah, who on Monday said they 


See Stimulus: Page 3 
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Douglas County District Judge Horacio Wheelock presides via Skype on Tuesday. He recently traveled to Europe and is under a 14-day self-quarantine. 


Orders banning the public and press from courtrooms in Douglas County raise a serious constitutional question. 


DISORDER IN THE COURTS: 
VIRUS V. CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 


By Topp COOPER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Cindy Paredez paced Tuesday near 
the doors to a Douglas County court- 
room, resigned to having to stand out- 
side while her 19-year-old daughter 
awaited her fate for a misdemeanor. 

The signs on the courtroom doors 
were as conflicting as the green and 


neon yellow in her tie-dyed tights. 

One sign screamed: “Stop! Health 
Precaution Please. ONLY DEFEN- 
DANTS AND WITNESSES. No family, 
friends or acquaintances are allowed.” 

It was posted above an order from 
Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Jus- 
tice Mike Heavican — an order de- 
claring that the courts are open. 

“I know my daughter would like me 


in there with her,” she said. “But Pm 
told I can’t go in.” 

She wasn’t the only one. More than 
a dozen people were waiting in the 
courthouse rotunda both Monday and 
Tuesday, barred from courtrooms 
because of the coronavirus crisis. 
World-Herald reporters were denied 
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Swim Trials 
could save 


bad year 
for MECA 


Breaking even in 2020 
after losing concerts, the 
CWS and more might 
depend on swim meet 


By AARON SANDERFORD 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Losing March Madness, con- 
certs, conventions and an interna- 
tional equestrian show hurt Oma- 
ha’s arena and convention center. 

Losing the NCAA College World 
Series kicked downtown’s TD 
Ameritrade Park in the teeth. 

But if people can stay home and 
bend the coronavirus curve in time 
to salvage the 2020 U.S. Olympic 
Swim Trials in June, the Metropoli- 
tan Entertainment and Convention 
Authority might be able to break 
even in 2020, officials say. 

Olympic organizers still plan to 
hold the 2020 Summer Olympics in 
Tokyo. If they do, that bodes well 
for Omaha’s effort to host the meet 
that will decide which swimmers 
represent the U.S. 

If the Olympics are canceled, 
MECA would need to dip into the 
organization’s nearly $10 million 
reserves, MECA officials said at a 
board meeting Tuesday. 

“With our reserves, if (the coro- 
navirus shutdown) goes a month 
or more, we should be fine,” said 
Roger Dixon, MECA’s president 
and CEO. 

A key lifeline for the arena and 
convention center: Six major con- 
certs that canceled have tentative- 
ly rescheduled Omaha dates, and 
country star Blake Shelton is close 
to rescheduling. 


See MECA: Page 2 


Shots fired at Millard Hy-Vee 


Customer and off-duty officer tackle 
man who fired handgun outside and 
inside; nobody is wounded. Midlands 
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BY AARON SANDERFORD 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Spend 10 minutes reading on- 
line comments on news stories 
about the novel coronavirus, and 
its clear why Gov. Pete Ricketts 
told Nebraskans the disease is 
“not a hoax.” 

On The World-Herald’s Face- 
book page, people across the po- 


‘No place for partisan politics’ in pandemic, Ricketts 
says; Lincoln, Omaha mayors, local health officials agree 


litical spectrum spew anger and 
reject facts that challenge their 
beliefs. Some question advice 
from public health experts. 

Many parrot earlier comments 
from President Donald Trump 
that minimized the threat from 
the virus. Some Trump support- 
ers described news about the out- 
break as a partisan effort to hurt 
his reelection bid. (Trump has 


since treated the virus as a seri- 
ous threat and declared a national 
emergency.) 

Others echo leading Demo- 
crats’ talking points, questioning 
Trump’s truthfulness and critiqu- 
ing the administration’s coronavi- 
rus response, including delays in 
distributing test kits. 

This may seem normal in hy- 
perpartisan 2020, but health of- 
ficials say politicization of the 
pandemic response risks making 
people less receptive to messages 
that preserve public health. 


Leaders here try to work trom same set of facts 


And that, several told The 
World-Herald privately, could en- 
danger lives if people miss criti- 
cal information about such things 
as washing hands, social distanc- 
ing and virus symptoms. 

“It is extremely important for 
people to cut through the confu- 
sion and get their information 
from solid news sources,” said 
Adi Pour, director of the Doug- 
las County Health Department. 
“Your local health department 


See Facts: Page 2 


0000124684-01 


MyProviderMatch.com 


